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As an important part of the U.S. running
movement in its early years, Mark Covert's
place in history was already secure. Now,
through his current unmatched running streak,
he continues to inspire and motivate thou-
sands of runners around the country and
around the world. I'd like to thank him for his
commitment and urge my colleagues to do the
same.

——————

RECOGNIZING THE
CONTRIBUTIONS OF JOEY QUINTO

HON. HILDA L. SOLIS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 30, 2008

Ms. SOLIS. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the achievements of Joey Quinto,
publisher of the California Journal for Filipino
Americans.

Mr. Quinto was born and educated in the
Philippines, where he received a Bachelor of
Science in Marketing from San Beda College
in Manila, Philippines. He also graduated from
the Minority Business Executive Programs of
the Tuck School of Business at Dartmouth in
Hanover, New Hampshire. Mr. Quinto now re-
sides with his wife Carlyn and daughter
Carlette in Palos Verdes, California.

Mr. Quinto’s contributions to the advance-
ment of the APl community are many. He
began his professional career in California in
1984 as a mortgage banker. As a publisher,
his weekly newspaper advances the interests
of the API community and appropriately ad-
dresses local, consumer and business news,
and community events. He is also a member
of several community organizations. These in-
clude the Los Angeles Minority Business Op-
portunity Committee and The Greenlining Coa-
lition.

His contributions have been widely recog-
nized. Mr. Quinto is the recipient of the Award
for Excellence in Journalism during the Fourth
Annual Asian Pacific Islander Heritage Awards
in celebration of the Asian Pacific Islander
American Heritage Month. This award recog-
nizes prominent APIs that have excelled in
bringing pertinent news to the APl community.
He previously was listed among the Star Sup-
pliers of the Year of the Southern California
Regional Purchasing Council in 1999, received
the Minority Media Award from the U.S. Small
Business Administration in 1997, and has also
earned a leadership award from the Filipino
American Chamber of Commerce based in
Los Angeles.

Madam Speaker, | hope that my colleagues
will join me in congratulating Joey Quinto for
his years of service to the APl community.
Through his tireless work effort he has dem-
onstrated that the American dream is possible.

SUPPORTING NATIONAL INTERNET
SAFETY MONTH

HON. BART STUPAK
OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, July 30, 2008

Mr. STUPAK. Madam Speaker, | rise in sup-
port of H. Res. 1260, a resolution in support
of the goals and ideals of “National Internet
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Safety Month”. This is an issue | have person-
ally been working on for a number of years
through the Subcommittee on Oversight and
Investigations.

Through the Subcommittee’s investigation,
we've been able to influence significant
changes in the industry, including better fil-
tering and reporting efforts among Internet
Service Providers, social networking sites, and
other content providers.

We have also discovered a number of
alarming statistics, for example:

One in five children report receiving a sex-
ual solicitation over the Internet, more than 3.5
million pornographic images of American chil-
dren are in circulation on the Internet, and the
sale of these images over the Internet rep-
resents a billion dollar industry.

The anonymity provided by the Internet to
those that seek to exploit and harm children
and the lightning pace data is transmitted pro-
vides a Congress with significant policy chal-
lenges.

While we’ve made some progress in the last
few years, | feel that we’ve only begun to ad-
dress the scope of this problem.

By recognizing National Internet Safety
Month, we remind ourselves how important it
is for Congress to remain committed and vigi-
lant to ensure that the Internet is a safe place
for children.

————

VETERANS DISABILITY BENEFITS
CLAIMS MODERNIZATION ACT OF
2008

SPEECH OF

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO

OF GUAM
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 29, 2008

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
in support of H.R. 5892, The Veterans Dis-
ability Benefits Claims Modernization Act of
2008. This legislation will help to address dif-
ficulties that our veterans face in accessing
needed health care records and medical com-
pensation. | want to thank Chairman JOHN
HALL of New York for his leadership on the
Subcommittee on Disability Assistance and
Memorial Affairs of the House Veterans Affairs
Committee and for sponsoring this legislation.

| support the bill's intent to streamline the
current VA claims process faced by our na-
tion’s 24,000,000 veterans. Studies show that
the average processing time for veterans’
claims has increased from 177 days to 183
days in one year alone. Moreover, the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs (VA) predicts that the
number of claims will surpass 1,000,000 by
the end of fiscal year 2008. H.R. 5892 will pro-
vide incentives for the Veteran’s Association to
modernize their processing protocol by uti-
lizing existing information technology in the
processing of claims. These incentives will
provide veterans with a more user-friendly
means of filing claims and more importantly a
faster response time with claims requests.

In particular, our veterans on Guam face the
additional challenge of having to file their
claims through the Regional Office in Hono-
lulu, Hawaii. Over 20 percent of the back-
logged cases in Honolulu are cases from
Guam. Improved information technology sys-
tems will help facilitate the processing of
claims on Guam. Moreover, | will continue to
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work with Chairman HALL and the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs to enhance services provided
by the VA Office on Guam. Improvements in
the claims processing system along with a
greater VA presence on Guam will greatly im-
prove the current situation for our island’s vet-
erans.

H.R. 5892 will also address the Department
of Veterans Affairs’ standard for adjudicating a
veterans level of disability. The VA currently
employs the Department of Veterans Affairs
Schedule for Rating Disabilities (VASRD), a
schedule first commissioned during the First
World War. The VASRD was last revised in
1945 and has yet to include contemporary
medical practices and procedures. The legisla-
tion also requires improvement training and
assessment of training for VA caseworkers. In
total, this legislation takes a major step for-
ward in ensuring better quality of care and
treatment for our nation’s veterans.

Our veterans have sacrificed in service to
our country, and it is our duty to provide them
with the adequate support and service com-
mensurate to their dedication. | would like to
thank my colleague Chairman HALL for author-
ing this bill and | urge passage of H.R. 5892.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. SANDER M. LEVIN

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 30, 2008

Mr. LEVIN. Madam Speaker, | was also un-
avoidably absent vyesterday during rolicall
votes 534, 535 and 536. Had | been present,
| would have voted “yea” on rollcall 534 to re-
quire the Secretary of Homeland Security to
conduct a pilot program using mobile biometric
identification tools to identify terrorists and
other individuals who pose risks to border se-
curity; “yea” on rollcall 535 to require each
federal agency to include a telephone number
in its collection of information in order to assist
people with filling out government forms; and
“yea” on rollcall 536 to establish an ombuds-
man within the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs.

IN HONOR OF YASH PAUL SOI

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 30, 2008

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor Yash Paul Soi, a devoted leader who
has worked tirelessly to advance and promote
Indian culture. Mr. Soi has been an exemplary
spokesman and ambassador for the causes of
India and its people in the United States.

Mr. Soi has committed himself to supporting
the Asian-Indian community through the ad-
vancement of Indian cultural activities. He has
been recognized as an Indian cultural icon
and his Indian music radio program has been
vastly influential. His work in bringing Indian
issues to the media forefront presented him
with the opportunity to interview Indian Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi, President Jimmy
Carter, and many other distinguished world
figures. Additionally, Mr. Soi has contributed to
American society through his work to bring In-
dian arts to many of our Nation’s most famous
stages.
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As a founder and former President of the
Federation of Indian Associations (FIA), Mr.
Soi performed the essential role of rep-
resenting Indian groups in New York, New
Jersey, and Connecticut. Under his leadership
the FIA has thrived and is now known for its
annual India Day Parade that goes down New
York City’s Madison Avenue, the largest cele-
bration of Indian Independence Day outside of
India.

As a graduate of Utah State University and
Columbia University, Mr. Soi has brought his
knowledge and experience to improving his
community, as well as the communities of
many others. In 2002, he was honored with an
“Outstanding Community Service Award” for
his tireless service to the Indian-American
community. He was also a beacon of hope in
the fight to bring democracy to the people of
Guyana and supported efforts which led to
that nation’s first free elections.

Madam Speaker, | sincerely hope that my
colleagues will join me in honoring Yash Paul
Soi. His leadership and perseverance have
improved Indian-American understanding and
will long serve as a shining example of what
can be accomplished by the determined
human spirit.

EARMARK DECLARATION

HON. HAROLD ROGERS

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 30, 2008

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Madam Speaker,
pursuant to the Republican Leadership stand-
ards on earmarks, | am submitting the fol-
lowing information for publication in the CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD regarding earmarks | re-
ceived as part of H.R. 6599, Military Construc-
tion and Veterans Affairs Appropriations Act,
2009.

Requesting Member: Congressman HAROLD
ROGERS.

Bill Number: H.R. 6599.

Account: MILCON, Army National Guard.

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Kentucky
Department of Military Affairs.

Address of Requesting Entity: Boone Na-
tional Guard Center, 100 Minuteman Parkway,
Frankfort, Kentucky 40601.

Description of Request: Provide directed
funding of $7.836 million to complete construc-
tion of the Readiness Center Phase 3—Lon-
don Joint Support Operations Center located
in Laurel County, Kentucky. Of this amount,
$646,200 is scheduled for design cost and
$208,000 is for supervision, inspection, and
overhead costs. This third and final phase of
construction will include administrative space,
aircraft hangar space, and paving for hangar
aprons, taxiways, and aircraft parking. Aircraft
will include various fixed wing aircraft and heli-
copters, OH-58s, UH-60s, and a C-130. The
project is required to fully house the Joint Sup-
port Operations equipment and personnel in
one facility located in the vicinity of operations.
Currently the operation is spread over several
facilities approximately 100 miles apart. At the
conclusion of this project, the unit will be able
to respond quicker and in a much more effi-
cient manner which will allow a greater return
on investment funds spent on the operation.
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TRIBUTE TO CPL MIGUEL
RODRIGUEZ

HON. HENRY CUELLAR

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 30, 2008

Mr. CUELLAR. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor Cpl. Miguel Rodriguez on his retire-
ment from the Texas Department of Public
Safety, where he served his State and country
honorably for 28 years.

In his 28 years with the Department of Pub-
lic Safety, Corporal Rodriguez performed a
multitude of tasks, such as serving as field
training officer in the induction of new officers
to the Department, training them on driving,
firearms, and accident reconstruction. He
helped foster the training of Mexican highway
patrolmen, served on interview promotional
board for troopers, and worked as chairman
on grievance board hearings. Corporal
Rodriguez also served on security staff for
President George Bush, Sr., on his visit to the
University of Texas at Austin. His awards in-
clude the District Commander Award, Region
Commanders Award, Commanders Accom-
modations, and Quarter Century Club.

Madam Speaker, | am honored to have had
this time to recognize the dedication and com-
mitment of Cpl. Miguel Rodriguez to the State
of Texas, and to the United States of America
upon his retirement from the Texas Depart-
ment of Public Safety.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF GEORGE
R. SAMPLE, JR.

HON. PHIL ENGLISH

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 30, 2008

Mr. ENGLISH of Pennsylvania. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to recognize and honor
the life of George R. Sample, Jr. of Corry,
Pennsylvania.

Born and raised in Pennsylvania, Mr. Sam-
ple was the longtime publisher of the Corry
Journal and had worked there daily since he
graduated from college up until becoming ill a
few months before he passed away. This out-
standing newspaperman got his start in jour-
nalism serving as the managing editor of the
Collegian newspaper at Pennsylvania State
University, where he completed his bachelor’s
degree in 1946. Throughout his career he
strived to make newspapers better.

In the 1960s, Mr. Sample was one of the
founders of what would eventually become the
American Publishing Co., which was later sold
to Hollinger International. He served as vice
chairman for Hollinger's American Publishing
Co. and was credited for making improve-
ments to the Chicago Sun-Times and the Je-
rusalem Post. He also created the family-run
Sample News Group, which owned two news-
papers in Maine and five in Pennsylvania.

In addition to being a well-respected local
publisher, George Sample, Jr. was very in-
volved in other aspects of the Corry commu-
nity. As longtime chairman of the city’s Golf
Commission, he was known as the driving
force behind the North Hills Municipal Golf
Course, Corry’s top-notch course that has be-
come a vibrant attraction for the community.
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Much of the course’s growth and success can
be attributed to Mr. Sample’s efforts.

The life of George Sample, Jr. serves as a
role model for us all to follow. He cared about
his community and was always working to im-
prove the city.

Madam Speaker, | hope my colleagues will
join me in commemorating the life of George
Sample, Jr.

HONORING THE CITY OF FOREST

PARK, GEORGIA ON ITS 100TH
ANNIVERSARY
HON. DAVID SCOTT
OF GEORGIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, July 30, 2008

Mr. SCOTT of Georgia. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to recognize the City of Forest Park
for reaching their 100th Anniversary. Forest
Park began as Forest Station/Astor on just
one square mile of land chartered in 1908.
This early community was mostly comprised of
farming families, but quickly grew as Forest
Park became an important railroad stop close
to the bustling hub of Atlanta. Although the
railroad gradually lost its more prominent role
in the area, the people of Forest Park worked
with the railroad and with their neighbors to
find new opportunities for themselves and for
their community. Their perseverance and hard
work have paid off, helping to make Forest
Park one of the largest cities in Clayton Coun-
ty and an important center of commerce for
Georgia and the Southeast.

Today Forest Park is home to over 21,000
dedicated and productive citizens. This diverse
community deserves our commendation for
setting a positive example for Georgia and our
great nation as a whole. | praise Forest Park
for its commitment to its citizens through an
outstanding police and fire department, school
system, and overall community atmosphere. |
also applaud Forest Park for fostering strong
and affordable community recreation and lei-
sure programs. These activities serve to bring
people of all backgrounds and experiences to-
gether in friendship and collaboration. | am
proud to see these endeavors encouraging a
healthy and dynamic environment for the citi-
zens of Forest Park and promoting positive
community values throughout the area.

Forest Park will be holding a centennial
celebration for just this purpose on August
14th, 15th, and 16th. This celebration will not
only serve as a time of fun and enjoyment, but
will also educate the public on the rich history
of Forest Park. | also look forward to the in-
creased participation and partnership of the
citizenry, public institutions, and local busi-
nesses during this time and trust this close
connection will continue into the future as it
has for the past 100 years. This commemora-
tion of the 100th anniversary of Forest Park is
sure to be an enjoyable and fruitful enterprise
for all involved.

| would further like to laud the dedicated ef-
forts of Mayor Corine Deyton, and City Council
members Sparkle Adams, Debbie Youmans,
Maudie McCord, Donald Judson, and Linda
Lord for their just and spirited public service in
the governing of the City of Forest Park. Con-
gratulations on reaching this 100 year mile-
stone are also certainly due to the citizens of
Forest Park. Without their tenacity and re-
solve, Forest Park would certainly not be the
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